
SBIR/STTR: FAQs 
 
The following FAQs are intended to guide members of the University of South Alabama 

research community in addressing and, if possible, resolving, the potential conflict 
issues that may arise when they want to participate in SBIR or STTR funded research. 

 
 
How Do I Alert the University to My Potential Startup? 
University of South Alabama employees who are interested in working with a small 
company that wants to apply for SBIR or STTR funding are encouraged to contact 
Sponsored Projects Administration or the Office of Commercialization and Industry 
Collaboration. 
 
Additionally, addressing potential conflicts early protects you and the institution. 
Early discussions between faculty and the Office of Research Compliance and 
Assurance focus on the “relatedness” of the company’s work to ongoing University 
research, the IP licensed to the Company, and the nature of the faculty’s members 
financial interest(s) in the startup.  
 
Can the University of South Alabama submit an application for an SBIR or 
STTR contract or grant? 
 
Although many SBIR and STTR applications include subcontracts to universities, 
under federal regulations, only small businesses may apply for SBIR and STTR 
funding.  STTR g0 61T
Q
q
 (B (E)-4 (arl)3 (li4 (l i ( )]TJ (lat)-qET
Q
ui(lat)-  (s,)-r)4 -2 (esse)6 (s may) (t)-4 pT
Q
)-3 (ions .)-4 (t  (s,)-o (ce o (BI)5-2 (yT
Q
q
0 0 612 792 re
W* n
BT
0 g
/TT1 12 Tf
90.024 363.89 Td
[(49.7 ( a)-4co)3 ( lab(s,)-o(BI)5 i)-4 (e with a Ut)-4 ((.)-4 vlat)-r-3 )3 ))-3 (.)- n( )0 0 612 792 re
W* n
BT
0 g
/TT1 12 Tf
226.01 391.974)-3 (49.7 ( a)(-0 0 612 792 re
W* n
BT
0 g
/TT1 12 Tf
137.3 363.827894>4(49.7 ( a)-4pup)-3 (.)-o(ce o3 (s,)- (lat)-s4 (siteq
0 0 612 792 re
W* n
BT
0 g
/TT0 12 Tf
290.3 363.83 Td6 ((49.7 ( a)-4(lat)ch
ET
Q(.)-4 (st(.)-4 tute )]TJ
ET
Q
q
( on(R an)-12 (d)5 (B (E)rl)3 (li4 (l i ( )]TJ 
0 0 612 792 re
W* n
BT
0 g
/TT1 12 Tf
90.024 363.89 Td
[(35.6 (TT)6 (.)-4 (rl)3 ns i)-at)-  (s,)-rat  (s,)-hi9 (s3 )9Q
)-3 (it(.6-5 (al.)0 0 612 792 re
W* n
BT
0 g
/TT1 12 Tf
226.01 391.935.d
[(35.6 (TT)C 
/Artifact <<>>BDC 
Q
q
0 0 612 792 re
W* n
BT
0 g
/TT1 12 Tf
90.024 406.03 Td
(39 T65T
EMC 
/Artifact <<>>BDC 
Q
90.024 417.43 131.304.9
[(3 Td6*
EMC 
/H2 <</MCID 8 >>BDC 
q
( o0 612 792 re
W* n
BT
0 g
/TT0 12 Tf
90.024 420.19 Td
[307.6)-2 (ncP 
/Art/TToMCIn)-12 (d)5 2 (du )8 (t91.97 364 
q
31.30)-4 (p)7 n)4 ( t)-4 (h)-2 (e Uni)5 (ver)3 (si)3 (t)-4 (y of)-3 ( S)3 (ou)-3 (t)-4 (h)-2 ( Ala)-4 (b)11 (a)-4 (ma)]TJ
ET
Q
q
0 0 612 792 r3) 9rt/g
/T)3 (TTR cont( S)-c86)-2 (ncP 
/Arf.89 ver)3 c (p)7 l 12 Tf 
0y,teq
0sW* n
Bver)3 f.89 4 
q
3, posW* 7)]TJ7)]o
W* 60 6122 Tf 0 612 7sJ7)]sit0 0 6l)-4 ( 0 612rs, 
ET
Q
q2 (dd)-4 (hi)3 (t)-Q
q
0 0 612 792 re
W* n
BT
0 g
/T-4 (81 258.1786 434.23 Td
( )Tj
ET
EMC 
/Ar)5 act <<>>BDC 
Q
90.024 417.43 131.304.9
[(3 Td6*
EMC 
/293.57 Td
( )W* n
Bu)-4 (d)-4 (enf 
0n)4 ( 
Q(9 n
BT
0  0 612r)-4 (ncs4 (s )8 (
BT
0  0 
0n)4 ( e 
0 g
 o0 61)-4 (n)4 ( a)Q
q
0 0 612d)-4 (h9 >>BDC 
Q
q
0 wC 
q
(rds)-4 (420.19 Td
[(S)3 (TTR cont)-2 (ra)-3 (ct)-5 ( or gra3Artt)-293.57 Td
it(.6-5 (al.)0 0 612 792 re
W* n
BT
0 g
/TT1 12 Tf
226.01 391.935.d
[(35.6 (TT)C 
279.41act <<>>BDC 
Q
q
0 0 612 792 5e
W* n
BT
0 g
/TT1 12 Tf
90.024 406.03 Td
( )Tj
ET
EMC 
/265.37 Td
( TyW* n
BT3
0 0  (s,q
3,
/TT0 tTT1 1ch
ET
QTJ 
0one b* n
Bgu)4 (
[(TJ 
0uc)4 363.TToMCge
W6 n
B)ch
ETarc)4 3h
Q
q9]TJ T1 12 Tf
137.3 363.827894>4(49.7 ( a)-4pup)-3 (.)-o(ce86)265.37 Td
( tT)6
/TT1 12 Tf
90.024 363.89 T1 12 Tf
137.3 363.827894>4(49.7 ( a)-4pup)-3 (.)-419.38)265.37 Td
( f )4 3
290.3op)-3 T
0A(yT
Q
q
0 0 a(si)3 (t)-4 (y of)-3 ( S)3 (ou)-3 (t)-4 (h)-)-3 (.)-502.8)265.37 Td
 )]TJ
ET
Q
q
0 0 612 792 re
W* n
BT
0 g
/TT1 12 Tf

EMC 
/251.33-4 ( )]TJ
ET
Q
qa391.q
0 0 612 .024ac 0 612)-6 (  a)(-0W* n
mqa39(R g0 61T
Q
q
 (B (re
W* n
BT 12 ha Tf
137.ceg
/TT10.024 d ( a)Qn 
q
31.390.3 363.83 612
q
31.390.3]TJ
ET
Q
w)
ETarTJ7)]e
W* n
BT
0 g
/TT1 12 Tf
90.024 363.89 Td
[(fu)5 (nd)3 (i523.4
/251.33-4 ( )]TJ
ET
Q
q
0 0 612 792 re
W* n
BT
0 g
/TT1 12 Tf

EMC 
/2(ce2)5 ( S)]h
ET
Q
BT
0 g
/TT1 12 Tf
90.024 363.89 Td
[(fu)5 (nd)3 (in12.22/2(ce2)5 ( S)S)-4 (ar90.3onsor.024 d ( a)Pr Td
[jre
W* c 0 612s0A(yT
J
ET
mi12 Tf
9sTT)63.TToM a)-4co)3 ( lab(s,)-o(BI)5 i)-4 (e with a Ut)-4 ((.)-92.03/2(ce2)5 ( S),
/TT0 O(yT
ff.89 ice364 R
B)a9.7 ( a)(-siteq
0CT1 12 Tf
137.3 363.827894>4(49.7 ( a)-4pup)-3 (.)-o)-c38)2(ce2)5 ( S)om)3)3 (li4 (lQn 
)(-seT1 12 Tf
137.3 363.827894>4(49.7 ( a)-4pup)-3 (.)-451.78)2(ce2)5 (  )]TJ
ET
Q
q
0 0 612 792 re
W* n
BT
0 g
/TT1 12 Tf
454.42/2(ce2)5 ( S)only)4 tT)6O 0 61fice3(.)-4 (st(.)-4 tute )]TJ
ET
Q
q
( on(R an)-12 (d)5 (B (E)223.13-4 ( )0 0 610CTToM m)3)3me a)(-sial3.TToMz2 792 re
W*ion
Q
q14ET
Q
q
0 I)4ET
Q
q
0usTT* n
Bgu)4 (CTToM l (yT

q
040 612 792 re
W*iT
0 g
on
T1 12 Tf
137.3 363.827894>4(49.7 ( a)-4pup)-3 (.)-o43.15)223.13-4 ( )sta9.7 (ff.89   i ( 612)ass2 Tf
9sT
T1 12 Tf
137.3 363.827894>4(49.7 ( a)-4pup)-3 (.)-420.1)223.13-4 ( )Un 
q
3ive22 Tf a)(-s2 1 12 Tf
137.3 363.827894>4(49.7 ( a)-4pup)-3 (.)-463.18)223.13-4 ( ).89 Td
[f )4 3
290.3op)-3 T
0(.)-4 (st(.)-4 tute )]TJ
ET
Q
q
( on(R an)-12 (d)5 (B (E)209.0)5 ( S)A(yT
Q
q
0 0 a(si)3 (t)-4 (y of)-3 ( S)3 (ou)-3 (t)-4 (h)-)-3 (.)-13 12)209.0  





submission of applications for research support in this way requires an exception to 



between their University responsibilities and other interests or obligations. 
Additionally, outside employment should not interfere with the performance of 
employees’ University duties.  This policy has been interpreted to mean that an 
employee should not devote any of his/her University of South Alabama working 
time or use any University resources—including his/her office or office 
equipment—to conduct company (i.e., non-University) business. A number of 
factors, including the employee’s University responsibilities and proposed company 
responsibilities, the nature of the company, and the company’s relationship to the 
University, need to be considered. Staff employees (including students who also 
hold staff titles), and non-faculty academic employees who (a) are considering 
involvement in outside responsibilities for a small business SBIR or STTR applicant 
or (b) 



or eliminating the conflict so that the research support can be accepted. The 
University of South Alabama recharge facilities (sales and service activities) that 
have 
ET
Q
rervice activities
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